Small Pupil--Big Problem: A Management Algorithm.
Small pupils pose problems for cataract surgery. The pupil is dilated with topical mydriatic drugs for all cataract surgeries to improve the surgeon's access to, and visualization of, the lens nucleus, cortex, and capsular structures. Limited dilation poses a risk of surgical complications such as iris trauma or tearing of the anterior or posterior capsule. There are many ways and methods to achieve the appropriate pupil dilation, from pre-operative medications to intraoperative pharmacological and/or surgical methods. A management algorithm for small pupil will be discussed in this review. The various methods and maneuvers may work in isolation or combination to achieve adequate pupil dilation.